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New Study on the Zoroaster in Manichaeism

MA Xiaohe
Harvard-Yenching Library, Harvard University

All texts about Suluzhi 0 O O (Zoroaster) in the Xiapu [J [ manuscript
Mani the Buddha of Light cannot be traced back to Sogdian Zoroastrians who
came to ancient China. Most of such texts coincide with Manichaean texts
about Zoroaster. The Iranian Manicheans possessed detailed knowledge of the
doctrines and practices of Zoroastrianism. Suluzhi in Mani the Buddha of Light
always appears as the second one of the five great prophets of Manichaeism.
Such stories as Zoroaster revealed the law in Persia and liberated innumerable
human beings; he converted yuduoxi [0 00 [0 (transliteration of Sogdian yzJ ys
“idol,” in its extended meaning of “idolaters”); the demons came to bopi [
O (transliteration of Parthian/Middle Persian 4 byl “Babylon”) and were
destroyed, and Zoroaster enlightened the king in Mani the Buddha of Light all
can be traced to the sources in Manichaean texts. There are some citations of
Zoroastrian texts in Manichaean documents in foreign languages, for example,
“law of Zoroaster” in Coptic Kephalaia vol. 2 and Asén vohu in Sogdian
Fragment 4 of the British Library. But there is no such citation in Mani the
Buddha of Light. The author of texts about Zoroaster in Mani the Buddha of
Light should be a Manichaean who never named Zoroaster’s god. In Mani the
Buddha of Light the Manichaean wushi 0 O “five gifts” correspond to five
prophets: lianmin 11 [0 “love” matches Nanluoyan O O [0 Narayana, chengxin
O O “faith” matches Zoroaster, juzu [1 [1 “perfection” matches Shijiawen [
00 Sﬁkyamuni, renru 1 11 “patience” matches Yishu [1 [0 Jesus, and zhihui
OO0 “wisdom” matches Moni O 0 Mani. Chengxin “faith” here has nothing
to do with the main virtue of Zoroastrianism.

Keywords: Manichaeism, Zoroastrianism, Xiapu manuscript, Mani the Buddha
of Light, Coptic Kephalaia vol.2
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