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On the System of the Confucian Erudites in the Early
Wei Dynasty

CHENG Sudong

Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Peking University

This paper focuses on the system of the Confucian erudites in the early
Wei Dynasty. Based on the records in “Baiguanzhi” of Songshu, previous
studies have shown that there were nineteen Confucian erudites in the Wei
Dynasty. This paper shows that the system of nineteen Confucian erudites was
established in Wei and Jin Dynasty and records in “Baiguanzhi” of Songshu are
unreliable. This paper also examines the academic background of the erudites
in early Wei Dynasty and the influence of Zheng Xuan, as well as the influence
of the Imperial College.

Keywords: Wei dynasty, the Confucian erudites, Zheng Xuan, Imperial College
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