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Study on the Manuscript Canhuayinge yinyu xincai
and Its Authorship

MENG Fei
Faculty of Liberal Arts & Chinese Culture Research Centre, Northwest University

This paper discusses the manuscript Canhuayinge yinyu xincai (New
compilation of riddles by the Canhuayin Pavilion), which was from the
former collection of Professor Chen Yupi (1930-2010), aiming to examine the
intrinsic values of this work and the real identity of its author Yiyuanzhuren.
By analyzing the editorial style, the contents and the handwriting, together
with other information offered by the book, this paper proposes that this is a
manuscript by Zhao Guangzu (fl. late 19 century), a local of Taiping county in
Anhui. In addition to examining the author’s names, native place of ancestry,
works and life events, this paper not only corrects errors in current biographical
records on Zhao, but also offers a tentative discussion on the contents and

literary values of the unique book Canhuayinge yinyu xincai.

Keywords: Canhuayingeyinyuxincai, manuscript, Yiyuanzhuren, Zhao Guangzu,
riddles
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