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On the Significance of Zhuanzhu: Stressing the Importance
of Differentiated Graphs with the Same Root in the Study
of Old Chinese Phonology

ZHENG-ZHANG Shangfang

This paper discusses the zhuanzhu #JF (meaning characters that were
created under this principle are graphically related, phonetically similar, and
etymologically linked) category in the liu shu 75 (six principles of character
formation) system, pointing out that it refers to a group of heterophonic
characters with the same graphic root but a slightly different graph. The author
proposes that zhuanzhu characters are more phonologically related compared to
those in a xiesheng #%& (phonetic series), and shows that they could be useful
to the reconstruction of some long-lost Old Chinese syllable components.

Keywords: /iu shu (six principles of character formation) system, zhuanzhu
(mutually explanatory) characters, Old Chinese syllable
components
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