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Abstract. The goal of this article is to study the boundary layer of Navier-Stokes/ Allen-
Cahn system in a channel at small viscosity. We prove that there exists a boundary

layer at the outlet (down-wind) of thickness v, where v is the kinematic viscosity. The

convergence in L? of the solutions of the Navier-Stokes/Allen-Cahn equations to that

of the Euler/Allen-Cahn equations at the vanishing viscosity was established. In two

dimensional case we are able to derive the physically relevant uniform in space and

time estimates, which is derived by the idea of better control on the tangential deriva-

tive and the use of an anisotropic Sobolve imbedding.
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1 Introduction
Consider the incompressible Navier-Stokes/ Allen-Cahn system of the form
%7V+ (W' VYUV +Vp' =vAT'—AV- (Vo' @ VDY),
V- =0, (1.1)

9

2.0+ (V)0 =y (A0 — f (o),

where 7V is the velocity field, v¥ and p” denote the phase function and pressure, v, A, 7y
and ¢ are positive constants, representing the kinematic viscosity, the surface tension, the
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mobility and the width of the interface, respectively, and f(x) =4(x>—x)/e>. System
(1.1) can be viewed as a phase field model, which describes the motion of a mixture of
two incompressible viscous fluids with the same density and viscosity (see [1])

We are interested in the asymptotic behavior of Navier-Stokes/Allen-Cahn equations
in the channel Q= (0,L;) % (0,Ly) x (0,h) at small viscosity with fluids pumped into the
channel at the top (z=h) and sucked out the channel at the bottom (z =0), the diffused
interface has no slip on the boundary, i.e., WY = (0,0,—U), v/ =0 (U= constant > 0) at
z=0and z=h. Hence in this case the boundary which is permeable is non characteristic,
i.e., it is not a stream surface. Throughout this article, we assume that all functions are
periodic in x (with period L;) and in y (with period L,).

With regular initial data, W= 70, v =0y at t=0, and compatibility conditions, strong
solutions globally exist in 2D, but locally in 3D in short time (see for instance [2, 3]).

At the limit case, namely v =0, Navier-Stokes/ Allen-Cahn system formally becomes
the following Euler/Allen-Cahn system:

%70+(70-V)70+Vp0: —AV- (V'@ V),

V- 70=0, (1.2)
2 o0+ (0- V) = (8 (),
with initial data
wO= 70, ¥ =1y att=0, (1.3)
and boundary conditions:
W0=(0,0—U)and ®=0atz=h, ui=—Uando’=0atz=0. (1.4)

We can not expect a convergence result of WV to w° in the uniform space since they
do no have the same traces on the boundary:.

The purpose of this paper is to present explicit boundary layer analysis of the Navier-
Stokes/ Allen-Cahn equations in the case when the boundary is non-characteristic. Our
boundary layer analysis is performed in both H! space and physically more appealing
uniform space. As a consequence we proved that the solutions of Navier-Stokes/Allen-
Cahn equations can be approximated by the that of the Euler/Allen-Cahn equations uni-
formly away from the boundary. Our convergence rate is better controlled than the same
results of the Navier-Stokes equations obtained in [4].

Our motivation is the study of the boundary layer associated with incompressible
flows and the related question of vanishing viscosity (see for instance [4-17] and among
many others).

The article is organized as follows. In Section 2, we show how to choose and construct
the correctors for the Navier-Stokes/Allen-Cahn system. In Section 3, we present the
short time result on the fully nonlinear case. The final section is devoted to L* boundary
layer analysis to the nonlinear case in two dimensional space.
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2 Preliminaries and the corrector

Our method to construct the corrector is based on the observation made in Ref. [4]. Utiliz-
ing a stretched coordinates, we discover that to the leading order, the difference between
the solutions of the Navier-Stokes/Allen-Cahn and the Euler/Allen-Cahn system should
satisfy the following Prandtl type equation

9 — 2 v
~Uo- AR =V i

V.
_>
6 (0,0,—u)—7° atz=0, h.

We introduce a function set X (m € IN) in Ref. [6,18].

Definition 2.1. We say a function 6" € X™, if and only if 6" € H™((0,T) x Q)) and the following
inequalities hold
sta?aeagevﬂm(o,nxoﬁCVS_WH%, (2.2)

and
|z59%9 976" Iz oy < Cv 1, (2.3)

for all s> 0, multi-index a, B, 7y satisfying |a|+|B|+|v| <m, where T is the simplification of x
and y directions.

Theorem 2.1. ([18]) If uolr—g.— heH’”“. Then there exist 6],]—1 2, 3, 4, such that
— —, = =
9”—91—1—1/92 glexm, g3ecxm, HOZHH,.,—i—HG‘*HHm<C

d v v__ aZ _>1/ _>3 4
V-8 =0 @4
7”2(0,0,—[1)—70 atz=0, h

Moreover, 0312 < Cv3.
Remark 2.1. If m >2, it can be deduced that

, 0

|22

=—0"||1~((0,7)x0) < CV.

Moreover the constant C is linearly dependent on H? norm of (0,0,—U)— o 0,—o 1 By
the compatibility conditions, we have (0,0,—U) — ol —0,z—n =0at t=0. Then by contin-
uous dependence, we deduce that there exists a T* >0 such that C <1/8.
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Next, consider the adjusted differences:
W”z?”—ﬁ)o—?ﬂ ¢ =0v"—o°. (2.5)
Hence the differences satisfy
%WV+(7"-V)W”+(?V-V)7O+(?V~V)7V+Vq
—vAW'—AV- (Vo' @V¢")—AV- (V' @ V') + 57, (2.6)
V-wW'=0, (2.7)
29" (T V) (T VR = (A9 f) ()~ (T 0, @8)

WY=0, ¢'=0 atz=0,h, (2.9)
W'=0, ¢'=0 att=0, (2.10)
where
g=p"—p"—q", 2.11)
)
?v_mw—%?v—(m vT)E’V—(ug+u)£?v
SR v LI R v SR N (R R £ 2.12)
Denote
0 — — 0 —
?1_—5 61— (W9-V,) 6 1—(ug’+u)g o'
(O V)R (G V) I —vA B - 93, 2.13)
F2=AR° %72—@“3 V)8 1—<ug+U)%72
(V)T (6 V)6 —vn, 82§k (2.14)
Then we have
3
=3 128 o< <Cv, 182 o<y <C.

_)
It is sufficient for us to check the term z(u3+U) % 6'1. Recalling to boundary condi-

tions of the Euler/Allen-Cahn equations and the regularity assumptions, we have

J —
z(ug—l—ll)g 1

uy+U
z

0 —
22— 91

NI

<
L2

<Cvi, (2.15)
L

L z
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3 A short time result in nonlinear case

We proceed with energy estimates (2.6)- wW" —(2.8)-AA¢", and integrating over (). Let

|-| and |- |¢ denoting the norm as in L?(Q)) and L%(Q)), respectively. We have
/Qatﬁv Wv Zdt‘wv‘z /Q(ﬁv.v)70_?2 SC‘?V‘Z,
[ w = [ 1@V =0,
0 0

2
, (thanks to Remark 2.1)

v

(@'-v) 8T g”fv?v
Q L

<2 |VE? 2, (by Hardy's inequality, as t < T*)

v__ 2 _ V. TRV _ V|2
/wa —0, A/ S g = Zdt\V¢\ /QAw T =|VTPR,

Q[(?%?V)-WV]-A v

/\/(2281(814)]/8]47]/)ZU}/—A/QZZU}/a](PVa”(PV:AZ/QZU}/al(PVal](PV:OI
L] i,j i,j

<TngP+Clvg P,

/ Za (9;¢"0,0° / Zwva 0°0;:¢"

00990’ <C[W'[F+C|Ve' 2,

9;(9;0°9;¢"
QzZ]: (0;v ]‘P)w

V)WY <CITP+ClY P+ CIVe P,

(ijo

M [ B¢ =210, | 909" ==1vg'P,
— [ (310" g +300lg" P lg" ) "

= [ GO+600g +3lg )V [ Zlo PAR Pt P,
[ 2102 AL0 Pt g g et
/Q—n Y

—>2'W1/
AL

<Clp"[*+Clg"[3,

<ClzZY V@Y<L 5IVe' 2+C?,

<C|W'P+Cr2.

(3.1)

(3.2)

(3.3)
(3.4)
(3.5)

(3.6)

(3.7)

(3.8)

(3.9)

(3.10)

(3.11)
(3.12)

(3.13)
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It follows from Theorem 2.1 that

0

(z?z.vr)% <Cu.

\(?V.V)UO\ <16Y9.0°| +

Combing the inequalities (3.1)-(3.14), as t <T*, we have
d
[T PHIV ) v VT P Agr?
<C| W' +Clg"P+Cl¢"[3+| Vo' [*+Cv2.
In view of the regularity of Navier-Stokes/Allen-Cahn equations, i. e.,
1Y |12 SC, and ([0 oy < C,
and applying Galiardo-Nirenberg interpolation inequality, we have
197112 < CAl" e + 112"l 19" 130 < Clig" 17

Using the Gronwall inequality yields

71

(3.14)

(3.15)

(3.16)

(3.17)

Theorem 3.1. Let o and vy be smooth functions satisfying certain compatibility conditions
such that the Euler/Allen-Cahn system (1.2) is well-posed (at least in short time). Then, there

exists a time T* >0, as v—0,
%
1307 = 0= 6 V|| oo, 7-,12) < CV,
0" —2° ||L°°(0,T*;H1) <Cv,
%
1Y =00 = 6| 207 < cv?,

10" =0°[| 20, 7+;112) < C,

—
where the corrector 6V is given by Theorem 2.1.

(3.18)
(3.19)
(3.20)
(3.21)

This is a short time result. In general, it will be violated after a sufficiently long time.

However, it might be possible for all time provided that the initial date is small.

4 Uniform estimates in space and time in two dimension

Our aim in this section is to derive estimates of the adjusted error, which is uniform in
space and time. We will rely on anisotropic Sobolev imbedding and the idea of bounding

the tangential derivatives.
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Differentiate the equations (2.6)-(2.8) in time and obtain

DB (@) T (D) BBV D4 (D) T

(@) (TV) B Vg
VAW —AV (Vo' @V¢') —AV (Vo' @ V') —AV (V! @ V0)

—AV(V¢' @ Vo)) + 57, (4.1)
V- wW!=0, (4.2)
D QiR V)g (7)) (T V) + (B9 )

— (DY — F(0")0} 4+ ()o) — (6} V)~ (8- V), (4.3)
wWY=0, ¢'=0, atz=0, z=h, (4.4)
WY=vP(ATW), V=0,  att=0, (4.5)

and P is the Leray-Hopf projector. Next, utilize the energy estimates for 9 WY and oY,
ie., (41)-WY—(43)-AA¢ and integrating over Q). Notice that

[ S@r =3 S1TP, 6)
‘/Q(m-vw”-m /0(79+?y)-vm-wv +‘/Q(W¥-V)W“W¥ 47)

%
<(172+ 61 1B IVBY+ BYRIVD
(by Soblev imbedding and Interpolation)

<

< L \VBYR+Cr+CBY VY IVEY| < L VT P+ Cu+ S VBRI B,

16 t t t 8 t v t

| w@i-o, | @@y <c@ip, 49)
— — WP v

[@rvyavay <|2ve| |5 <Ivale 49)

(thanks to Remark 2.1 and Hardy’s inequality, as t < T™)
/(WV-V)??W% <C|BYP+C1?, (4.10)
0
/(WV.V)?yW wy||@ < Z|\VWP+Cv|VTPR (4.11)
O z z 16
(thanks to Remark 2.1 and Hardy’s inequality)
v a v v A d v 14 v v

<

< HZZV§>"

[°
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A /Qv-(wg’@@vqw)-m +A /Qv-(vw@Vv?)-m
<C(I9"|+]A¢"))| WY | < ClAP P +Cl W P+C?, (4.13)
A /Qv-<w0®vcpy)-m +A /Qv-(wy@w(’).m

A
<CUV! |+ A WY < TLAPHP+CI WY 2+CIvgl (4.14)

A‘/QV-(W{@W)V)-W

+A'/()V-(V¢V®V¢y)-w?

1 vl
<C|APY || V! |o| WY |4 +CIAPY ||V 4| T s <ClAPY|| LY | WY |2V T2

Ay 2,V 2 APV 2

<2r v v v 1=¢ 1 v ‘

< T 109 Pt VW P+ =[P, (4.15)
A T4 )Vl 2er | < 2T Agr RV 416

Q[( +07)-Vei] ¢t_16| o1 1" +CIVe{I5, (4.16)
M L1+ 1)Vl gt | < T gt P a2, @17)

QO

A

M@ w)et-ngr| < TLiagr P+cl@ PR, @.18)
A L@ 9)ef- agr| < T ngtP+C2 (4.19)

@)

M [ @Vt 091 | <CIT1aIV gl 4] 91| <CITYH VT Vg 291
Q

A
< TLIAGHP+CR VT Vg2, (420)

1 v 1 v 1 v 1 v
A /Q(W?V)W-Acﬁ <CIW 4| V" la| AgY | S CITY 2 VT2 [V |2 29" |2 gt |

< TV NGt P+ 2 T BIP+Col A PITEP, @21)

Ay /Q A} - DY =Av| A}, (4.22)

| (0") ¢} [> < Cll¢" P9} P+ Clo} |> < Clot |sl@" [s+Clop} |* < C|V i [P+ Cv?, (4.23)

[(f' (") = f' () <Clg"*+Clgp"[F < Cv?, (4.24)
1%

'/Q?%Wr <ClZ VT < | Vgi P 0, (4.25)

2 2
'/Qv?%-m <C|@YP+Cr?, ((?y-V)vo( +((7V-V)v9\ <Cu. (4.26)
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Combing (4.6)-(4.26), as t <T*, we have

d

3 (TIPHIV )+ VT P+ A

(4.27)
V|2 V|2
sc('V? | j’M) | +1)|m|2+c(vzva”|2+1)ywyyz+cvavyz+cm¢vy2+cu.

From this we deduce, after applying the usual Gronwall inequality and Theorem 2.1,
that,

i 1
H WYHL“’(O,T*;LZ) <Cv?, Hcl);/HLw(O,T*;Hl) <Cvz,

(4.28)
| w}/HLZ(O,T*;Hl) <C, ¢ 120, 7%;12) < Cvi. (4.29)
Recalling (3.15), we have
V[VBY 24| ApY 2 < CvP+Cl WY | WY | +Clg ||y | < Cv (4.30)
In an analogous manner, we can derive estimates on tangential derivatives,
% (WP + VL) +vIV T+ AghP <ClWYP+CIVLP+Cr. (431)
And we have
| B0 raz SCVE, 110 < Cv, (432)
HE};HLZ(O,T*;Hl) <(C,

1
pxlli2(0,7+m2) < Cv2. (4.33)

To obtain uniform estimates in time and space on WY we need to derive uniform es-

timates in time on ]Vﬁm (see for instance the anisotropic Sobolev imbedding theorem).
For this purpose we differentiate (4.1)-(4.3) in x and obtain

S B (T V) B+ (R B+ (R

L)W (U V)WY,
H(W V) WO+ (WY V)W O+ (WY)W )+ (T V) U,
(@Y V) O+ (BYV) 0 L+ (BLV) 6 (V) 0

tr+ Vi
VAW, —AV (V0,0 V') —AV (V0! @ VL) —AV (Vo .o V)
—AV(V0' @V ¢h) —AV (V2 V) = AV (Ve @ V?)
—AV(VPLa Vo)) —AV (V' @V )+ 7, (4.34)
V- W, =0,

(4.35)
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%¢¥x+(7Yx- V)@ + (TN )L+ (WYY )} + (U V)l
(WY V) + (WY V) + (WY V)0 + (W V)l
=y (At — f (0") o} ol + 7 (V") ool — f/ (0" o} + £ (0°) vy )

— (0 V)0— (07 9)el—(05-V)ed— (07 V)of, (436)
WY =0, ¢!, =0, atz=0, z=h, (4.37)
WY =vP(AWY),  ¢l.=0,  att=0. (4.38)
Now, (4.34)- WY, — (4.36)-AA¢Y,, and integrate over (). Notice that
P
/5ﬁm;wa CSi@he (439)
ey <| [ @ T v || [ @@,
(@) @)

<C|WY||[VBY,|+|w" |3 VTY| (Soblev imbedding and Interpolation)

_32|va? P+Cv+C| WY || VBL| VT

—6|va? |2+CV+ yvm WY, (4.40)
V@B + '/ (@Y V)BT

:Uﬁﬂvﬁgﬁv{/aﬂvwkwv

<@+ G )[BT B+ (704 6 L) BV B +2 T T VT

(Soblev imbedding and Interpolation)

< S IVBLLP+CH+CI TV BUH VB VY,

| /\

5
=

16|vmx|2+C+C|VWV|2+C|VWV|2 (4.41)

/Q(uV-V)mx-mx:o, /Qatx[(?%vmo] | <@ +C, (4.42)
@y |?

/Q(??X-V)?”-mx < |2V 8| ) < V@, (4.43)

(thanks to Remark 2.1 and Hardy’s inequality, as t < T*)

/(w\;‘/' 9 W[+ '/ (Wy-v 9¥-a§¥x+/(a?%v)9tvx.wtvx
o 0
— E{;V E?]/ v
§(||z2ve;||Lw+||z2vey||Lw+||z2v9V||Lm).(' S > =

(thanks to Remark 2.1 and Hardy’s inequality)
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_3Zvatx| +CU VB P+Cr|VBLL+Cr| VTR, (4.44)

. 1/ — _ T v, v _ "2 v |2
| Van-@i=0, M2t 9= SIVOLP, (4.45)
/va B = VTP, (4.46)

A‘/ V-0 (V'@ V') WY,
QO

+A‘/Qv-atx(V¢V®Vv°)-mx
<C(!AWHAWH!A%H!AWA)WV

< 2| AQLP+CIAP P +ClAg P+ClARP+CITLP, (4.47)

/\‘/ V-9 (Vo' @ V') WY,
<C|IAPY |V, |a| WY |a+ClAPY | [V Pl Ty |a
+crA4>x\V4>tr4rw |4+ ClAPY |V |4 T, |3
<SC| QY| VPL 2| A |2 [T 2 [V T L] 2 +ClAGY [V L 2| Agh|2 | T |2 [V T Y| 2
+crA¢x||V¢tr*rA¢tr|w VWY +ClAPL| VY 2| AY |2 | WY |2 VWY, |2

(4.48)

V@24 !VW P+CIAPY P +CIAPLP+C(I AP+ Aga P +1) W[,

=%
A /Qatx[<7°+?V)-V¢V].A¢¥x §—7\A¢:x12+cm¢ﬂ2+cu (4.49)
A/Qatx[(wV-V)vO]-A(pyx ’Y|A¢txyz+cyw e (4.50)
A /Q 9 [(TY-V)P']- AgY, 4.51)

< C| WY 4|Vl |a| APl +Cl DL a| Vol 4] Al |
FC| WY || VL a| Al | +Cl W, 4| V' [a| Al |
1 1
<CIVTY||VPl|2| Apl 2 +Cl WU VWY 2|Vl 2| Al 2| Agly|
FC| WY VWY 2| VL2 [ AGLL2 AL | +ClW L VT |2 V! 2| AgY|2| Adl]
A
< AP HCIVTL+CIV TP+ ClAGY P+ Cl AL+ 3 VTP +Cv,
M [ Bt Dgl=2r|20kL 452)
1" (0") o} vl — 7 (W°) ool > < Cv, !(f’(v”)v?x—f’ )l )P<CIVeL|*+Cr,  (4.53)
'/ ?}xwitjx

[t

<ClEFL VTBYL| < — | Veh[*+Cr?, (4.54)

<16 16
<@ rc?,  9a(87-V)P R <Cy, (4.55)
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Combing (4.39)-(4.55), as t <T*, we have

S BUP+IVgh D) IV TP+ Agi

2 1/2 | ? ’2 2

c(mfpxr FAgP+ +1)rw |
+COVEHF+4VH%F+¢A%F+4A¢H%+Cu

From this we deduce, after applying the usual Gronwall inequality;,

1Bl r SC Wl e <Cv 2.
Recalling (4.31),

VIV < Cot @[T+ Vgl Vgt <o,
we have

_1
HVE};HL“’(O,T*;LZ) <Cv 1.
Anisotropic Sobolev imbedding from [4] yields
1 1 1
17 im0 SC (1T | B3 gy 1 0 )
<Cvs, (thanks to (4.30), (4.31), Theorem 2.1 and (4.59))
and
v V|3 vz Vi3 Vs
19 0120 SC (10 B 1020y 107 g [P0 o))
§Cv%, (thanks to (4.30) and Theorem 2.1).

Therefore, we supplement Theorem 2.1 with the following

Theorem 4.1. Under the assumptions of Theorem 2.1, we have,

3 3
e 70_9VHL°°((O,T*)><Q) <Cvs, 10" = 0°| Lo (0,7+)x 2y S CVE.
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