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Abstract. This paper applies a 3-D nonuniform fast Fourier transform (NUFFT) migration
method to image both free-space and buried targets from data collected by a ultra-wideband
ground penetrating radar (GPR) system. The method incorporates the NUFFT algorithm
into 3-D phase shift migration to evaluate the inverse Fourier transform more accurately and
more efficiently than the conventional migration methods. Previously, the nonuniform nature of the wavenumber space required linear interpolation before the regular fast Fourier
transform (FFT) could be applied. However, linear interpolation usually degrades the quality of reconstructed images. The NUFFT method mitigates such errors by using high-order
spatial-varying kernels. The NUFFT migration method is utilized to reconstruct GPR images collected in laboratory. A plywood sheet in free space and a buried plexiglas chamber
are successfully reconstructed. The results in 3-D visualization demonstrate the outstanding
performance of the method to retrieve the geometry of the objects. Several buried landmines
are also scanned and reconstructed using this method. Since the images resolve the features
of the objects well, they can be utilized to assist the landmine discrimination.
Key words: Ground-penetrating radar (GPR); migration; interpolation; phase shift; nonuniform fast
Fourier transform (NUFFT).

1

Introduction

Ground-penetrating radar (GPR) is an ultra-wideband detecting technique used for subsurface
exploration and monitoring. Many works have been done in the area of statistical signal processing to develop powerful statistical models to discriminate the targets [6, 8, 10]. On the other

Correspondence to: Qing H. Liu, Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering, Duke University, Durham,
NC 27708, USA. Email: qhliu@ee.duke.edu
∗

http://www.global-sci.com/

176

c
°2006
Global-Science Press

177

Song, Liu, Kim and Scott / Commun. Comput. Phys., 1 (2006), pp. 176-191

hand, the abundant information carried by GPR data also provides a possibility to reconstruct
high resolution images of the objects beyond just a confidence of detection. Three-dimensional
image reconstruction from GPR data is therefore of great interest lately. Migration is one of
the most useful time domain inversion methods as it focuses the reflections and diffractions to
their actual positions. Various migration techniques have been studied to refocus the scattered
signals from the time domain back to their true spatial locations in the object space. Kirchhoff
depth migration [2–4], finite difference migration [16, 17] and phase-shift migration [9, 11] are
the ones most widely used for seismic imaging. Recently, based on the seismic migration, Song
and Liu [20] proposed a two-dimensional phase-shift migration method using nonuniform DFT
for GPR landmine imaging and achieved promising results.
The migration methods usually migrate data in the frequency-wavenumber domain, therefore
inverse Fourier transform is needed as a key step to transform the migrated data back to spatial
domain. However, due to the nonuniform nature of the frequency-wavenumber space data, most
of the migration methods share a common problem, i.e., the FFT is not directly applicable.
This is because when data are not located on a uniform Cartesian grid, the multi-dimensional
discrete Fourier transform can no longer be evaluated by the tensor product of multiple 1-D
FFTs. Previous works used linear interpolation method [27] or direct summation method [20]
to solve this problem. However, the interpolation-FFT method degrades the accuracy of discrete
Fourier transform (DFT) and direct summation is computationally too expensive to evaluate.
The problem with the nonuniformly sampled data has been recently addressed by the nonuniform fast Fourier transform (NUFFT) algorithms [1, 7, 12–15, 26]. The direct evaluation of a
nonuniform discrete Fourier transform (NUDFT) costs O(N 2 ) arithmetic operations, whereas
the NUFFT algorithms reduce this to O(N log N ). The NUFFT algorithms have been applied
to biomedical image reconstruction [18, 19, 23, 25], as well as to subsurface sensing for landmine
detection and other buried objects [21, 22, 24].
Recently, several new data sets for complicated objects and landmines have been obtained
by an ultra-wideband radar system developed at Georgia Institute of Technology. In this paper,
an NUFFT-based image processing method based on the phase-shift migration [9, 20] is applied
to process these data sets to achieve high resolution images. The nonuniform fast Fourier
transform (NUFFT) algorithm proposed by Liu and Nguyen [13,15] has been utilized to process
the nonuniform discrete Fourier transform data. The NUFFT-based reconstruction method
improves both accuracy and speed compared to the conventional phase-migration method. In
section 2, the formulation and application are applied to 3-D objects. In section 4, the new
3-D NUFFT GPR migration method is applied to experimental data sets collected at Georgia
Institute of Technology (section 3). The reconstructed results for a plywood sheet, a buried
plexiglas chamber, and several landmines are excellent.

2

Theory

In subsurface sensing application of a GPR system, the transmitter sends out an electromagnetic
wave to the ground. The transmitted signal traverses the ground surface and is scattered by

Song, Liu, Kim and Scott / Commun. Comput. Phys., 1 (2006), pp. 176-191

178

Figure 1: The 3-D multi-static GPR experiment setup for the free space target scan. The antennas are
placed 73 cm from the surface of the ground and the targets are at a 36.5 cm height.

the target as well as the ground surface and potential heterogeneous soil. The scattered waves
are then received by a receiving antenna, which is usually located in a close vicinity of the
transmitting antenna. The ultra-wideband GPR we utilize here consists of two transmitting
antennas and four receiving antennas, but only data from the two closest antennas are actually
used. In Figs. 1 and 2, transmitter T1 and receiver R1 pair shows such a bistatic measurement
setup where the object is located in the air or buried. If the mid-point between R1 and T1
antennas is denoted as (x, y, z) and is called the location of the GPR, the received signal for a
wideband system can be denoted as u(x, y, z, t) where t is time. The objective of GPR imaging
is to reconstruct the induced source in the target that gives rise to this received signal.
Imaging the unknown target from the measured waveforms is an inverse problem. Among
various inverse solutions, migration methods [5, 9] is a very attractive method because of their
simplicity. The objective of migration methods is to refocus the scattered waves back to the
actual spatial positions of the scatterers that give rise to such scattering. The phase shift method
[9, 27] is utilized here for its simplicity and robustness. Among various migration methods [5],
the phase-shift method can most easily incorporate the depth variation in wave velocity of the
medium. The method is based on an exploding-reflector model with initial conditions defined by
a zero-offset section (i.e., when the transmitter-receiver spacing is zero). Similar to the seismic
migration method [9], the 3-D electromagnetic migration method utilized here was developed
by assuming that only one electromagnetic field component is radiated and received so that
it is reasonable to use a scalar wave equation; this is a reasonable simplification because in
our measurements, we only used the co-polarized component in the transmitting and receiving
antennas. Since the phase-shift migration method has been well documented in [5, 9], below we
will only summarize the parts relevant to the NUFFT and its application.
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Figure 2: The 3-D multi-static GPR experiment setup for subsurface target scan. The antennas are
placed 10 cm from the surface of the ground and the targets are buried at depths of 1 cm to 40 cm.

2.1

The NUFFT phase-shift migration

The measured waveform u(x, y, z = 0, t) is obtained on a uniform spatial grid on the xy plane
at z = 0 and is sampled uniformly in the temporal (t) direction. From u(x, y, z = 0, t), the goal
of a 3-D phase-shift migration method is to obtain the 3-D induced “source” at the scatterer, or
u(x, y, z, t = 0). To achieve this goal, the time-space domain (x, y, z, t) waveform u(x, y, z, t) is
transformed into the frequency-wavenumber domain (kx , ky , z, ω) through a regular 3-D Fourier
transform (FT) to arrive at the transformed wave field U (kx , ky , z, ω). The original wave field
u(x, y, z, t) can be viewed as the plane-wave expansion of the transformed wave field. In this
transformed domain, the plane wave propagates in the downward (+z) direction with a propagator eikz z . Therefore, the transformed data U (kx , ky , 0, ω) can be downward continued with eikz z
to obtain the corresponding data U (kx , ky , z, ω) at a depth z. From the 3-D inverse Fourier transform one can obtain the wave field at z as u(x, y, z, t). Subsequently, by evaluating u(x, y, z, t)
at t = 0 where the scatterers are located, one obtains the 3-D induced “source” u(x, y, z, t = 0).
Consequently, starting from surface z = 0, the wavenumber-space data at an arbitrary depth can
be obtained by this wave extrapolation. Mathematically, the migrated wavenumber-space data
are transformed back to the spatial domain electromagnetic field u(x, y, z, 0) using the inverse
Fourier transform
Z Z Z
1
u(x, y, z, 0) = 3
U (kx , ky , 0, ω)ei(kx x+ky y+kz z) dkx dky dω
(2.1)
8π
where the wavenumbers kx , ky , kz and frequency ω satisfy the dispersion relation
v 2 (kx2 + ky2 + kz2 ) = ω 2

(2.2)
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and v is the wave speed in the medium. The discretization of (2.1) leads to
u(xp , yq , zr , 0) =

J−1 M −1 N −1
j
∆kx ∆ky ∆ω X X X
m
n
U (kxj , kym , 0, ω n )ei(kx xp +ky yq +kz zr )
3
8π

(2.3)

j=0 m=0 n=0

where J, M , and N are the number of data points in x, y, and t directions, respectively, and
(xp , yq , zr ) denotes the locations of uniform grid points for the 3-D image of the target.
As can be observed from equation (2.2), since the frequency and wave numbers are nonlinearly related with each other, at least one wavenumber dimension is nonuniform if the temporal
discretization is uniform. As a result, the regular FFT cannot be directly applied. In practice,
since the data are sampled uniformly on the ground surface and in time domain, kx , ky , and
ω are equally spaced, thus the samples are then non-equally spaced along kz . Linear interpolation is conventionally used to resample the nonuniform data onto a uniform grid. However,
such linear interpolation usually introduces a significant approximation error. In this work, Liu
and Nguyen’s [13, 15] NUFFT is integrated into the phase-shift migration to solve this problem.
The NUFFT algorithm can efficiently evaluate the DFT. A weight matrix is computed by approximating the exponential of one node as a summation of exponentials of q + 1 nodes. The
approximation error is minimized in a least square sense. With this migration algorithm, the
discrete Fourier transforms along kx and ky directions in (2.3) can be accurately evaluated with
the regular 2-D FFT while the one along kz is computed by the NUFFT, i.e.,
u(xp , yq , zr , 0) =

∆kx ∆ky ∆ω
[FFTkx ,ky ][NUFFTkz ]{U (kxj , kym , 0, ω n )}.
8π 3

(2.4)

The advantage of using the NUFFT algorithm for the above migration are: (a) there is no
need to perform linear interpolation of the data at different measurement sites, since the weight
matrices are obtained for the exponential kernel rather than the data; (b) the accuracy is much
higher as the NUFFT uses a much more accurate approximation.

2.2

The NUFFT algorithm

Here we summarize the NUFFT algorithm we used for this imaging application. For more
details, the reader is referred to [13, 15]. As is well known, the condition of using the regular
FFT algorithm is that the data acquisition must be equispaced. However, as described above,
although the data acquisition in our GPR sensing is uniformly spaced on the xy plane and along
the temporal direction, it is not uniform in the kz space because of the nonlinear dispersion
relation (2.2). In [13, 15], an accurate and efficient NUFFT algorithm was developed by using
the regular Fourier matrices. In the NUFFT algorithm, the goal is to develop a fast algorithm
to find the nonuniform discrete Fourier transform (NUDFT)
N −1
2π
1 X
h̃m = √
h(tn )eitn m N ,
N n=0

tn ∈ [0, N ),

m = 0, · · · , N − 1

(2.5)

181

Song, Liu, Kim and Scott / Commun. Comput. Phys., 1 (2006), pp. 176-191

where for notation simplicity we identify t with the nonuniform wavenumber kz in (2.3). Obviously, the direct summation of this NUDFT costs O(N 2 ).
The principle of using the regular Fourier matrices [13, 15] to solve (2.5) is as follows.
Instead of interpolating the input data {h(tn )}, we will interpolate the exponential function
exp (i2πtm/N ) for each t = tn (n = 0, · · · , N − 1). We consider a discrete sequence
f (m) = sm ei2πtn m/N ,

m ∈ {0, · · · , N − 1},

(2.6)

where tn ∈ [0, N ) is real, q is an even positive integer, and the accuracy factors sm , 0 ≤ sm ≤ 1
2π
for m = 0, · · · , N − 1, are chosen to minimize the error. Denoting w = ei νN , we will now
interpolate f (m) using the exponential function at q + 1 points on a unit circle, i.e.,
sm w

mνt

=

q/2
X

xk (t)wm([νt]+k) ,

k=−q/2

m = 0, · · · , N − 1,

(2.7)

where [a] denotes the integer nearest to a, and x−q/2 (t), · · · , xq/2 (t) are some unknown interpolation coefficients to be determined.
It was shown in [13,15] that the unknown interpolation coefficients x(t) = [x−q/2 (t), · · · , xq/2 (t)]T
can be determined by the least-squares method
x(t) = F −1 y(t)

(2.8)

where for j, k = 0, · · · , q we have a closed-form solution for the regular Fourier matrix
(
N,
j=k
Fjk (ν, N, q) =
w(j−k)N/2 −w(k−j)N/2
, j 6= k
1−w(k−j)

(2.9)

It is observed that while y(t) depends on t, matrix F (p, N, q) is completely independent of t
and is uniquely determined by ν, N and q. The matrix F (ν, N, q) is called the regular Fourier
matrix; it is a (q + 1) × (q + 1) Hermitian matrix, F (ν, N, q)† = F (ν, N, q).
If the scaling factors are chosen as the cosine functions sm = cos πm
νN for m = 0, · · · , N − 1,
vector {yk } can also be written in a closed form:
yk (t) =

N
−1
X

sm w({νt}+q/2−k)m = i

m=0

X sin[ π (2k − γ − q − 2{νt})]
2ν
π

γ=−1,1

1 − ei νN (2{νt}+q−2k+γ)

(2.10)

where {νt} = νt − [νt].
The NUFFT algorithm consists of following steps:
(i) Compute yk (tn ) by (2.10) for k = 0, ..., q and n = 0, · · · , N − 1. The complexity is O(N q).
q
P
(ii) Compute Pjn =
[F −1 ]jk yk (tn ), where the inverse regular Fourier matrix F −1 is prek=0

computed. The complexity is O(N q 2 ).
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πm
−1
(iii) Find the inverse of the scaling factor s−1
m . For the cosine scaling factors sm = sec νN for
m = 0, · · · , N − 1. The complexity is O(N ).
(iv) Calculate Fourier coefficients
X
τl =
h(tn ) · Pjn .
j,n,[νtn ]+j=l

The complexity is O(N q).
(v) Use the regular uniform FFT to evaluate
Tm =

νN
−1
X
l=0

τl · ei2πml/νN .

The complexity is O(νN log N ).
(vi) With a complexity of O(N ), scale the values to arrive at the approximated nonuniform
FFT
h̃m = Tm · s−1
m .
The total complexity is O(N · q 2 + νN log N ), noting that q ∼ log(1/²) where ² is the precision,
and ν ¿ N (usually ν = 2).
Depending on the nonuniformity of the data, the NUFFT retains the accuracy of direct DFT
with a relative error level of 10−6 ∼ 10−12 . Compared to the linear interpolation method, the
NUFFT relative error is usually five orders of magnitude lower. Furthermore, the complexity
for evaluating a sequence of length N approaches O(νN log N ), where ν is an oversampling rate.
The pre-processing time to calculate the weight matrix has been reasonably excluded from the
overall processing time since typically it remains unchanged for practical systems where the data
acquisition configuration is fixed. This is much faster than the direct summation approach that
requires O(N 2 ) operations.

3

Data acquisition

A multi-static GPR experiment has been performed at Georgia Institute of Technology with
six ultra-wideband antennas. The configurations for the free-space experiment is illustrated in
Fig. 1, while the configuration for buried objects is shown in Fig. 2. The antenna beams point
toward the ground and the array lies along the y axis. A 192 cm-wide synthetic array aperture
is obtained by using reciprocity and synthesizing the scans at 90 positions.
Data acquisition is performed on targets both in free space and underground. In these
experiments, a square region of 180 cm × 180 cm is scanned with a sampling interval of 2 cm.
The antennas operate in the frequency range of 60 MHz ∼ 8.06 GHz, with 401 equally spaced
frequency sample points. From these frequency-domain data, the time-domain waveforms are
obtained by the inverse FFT to arrive at 1024 equally spaced temporal sample points for each
received signal before our 3-D NUFFT migration processing is performed.
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As shown in Fig. 1, in the free space case, the antennas are placed 73 cm above the ground
and the targets are at a height of 36.5 cm. The targets scanned in free space include several metal
spheres, landmines, and a plywood sheet of the letters “GT”. Fig. 2 shows the configuration
to scan the buried targets. In this case, the antennas are 10 cm above the ground surface. A
plexiglas chamber, a grid of metal spheres and landmines are buried under sand at depths varying
from 1 cm to 40 cm. In both of the free-space and underground cases, datasets corresponding
to the absence of targets are also acquired for calibration purpose.

4

Data processing

For the purpose of NUFFT migration, the wave field data acquired by the two closest antennas,
i.e., transmitter 1 (T1) and receiver 1 (R1), are used, and denoted below as “raw data”. The
waveform recorded by this pair can be treated as the backscattered data, as assumed in the
formulation. One advantage of the NUFFT migration is that it works well without much prior
information about the medium. In contrast, to reconstruct buried targets, many other inversion
methods require the prior information of soil electrical parameters such as conductivity, permittivity and permeability. However, this NUFFT migration method can process without any
specific knowledge about the soil properties except the mean wave velocity through the two way
path. We estimate this velocity by using the corresponding 2-D migration method as part of the
preprocessing. Assuming that the subsurface wave velocity is generally the same over the entire
3-D volume, a 2-D xz slice is extracted for velocity estimation. The velocity is gradually changed
from a lower value to the speed of light in vacuum, and the one with best focusing performance
is selected. As a result, compared to many iterative inversion algorithms, this method is much
simpler and faster.
The preprocessing of this migration method includes calibration, wave velocity estimation
and calculation of the weight matrix in NUFFT given the measurement configuration. The
calibration first removes artifacts from the free space measurements by zeroing out late-time
signals, then normalizes using the through-calibration data obtained by directly transmitting
the signal from the transmitter to the receiver in the absence of objects. After calibration, one
2-D xz slice containing the target signal is extracted from the 3-D dataset and a 2-D NUFFT
migration is performed. The 2-D NUFFT migration method can be readily obtained from the
formulation by fixing one horizontal dimension. An optimal estimate of wave velocity in the soil
is decided while the migrated image of the target is best focused, as shown in Fig. 3. The 2-D
processing is used because it can provide an accurate wave velocity estimate for the subsequent
3-D migration with little computation time. Both the calibration and velocity estimation are
location dependent hence need to be done for each different target.
The weights matrix, however, does not need to be re-calculated as long as the experimental
configuration remains the same. This is one of the key intrinsic advantages of using NUFFT
algorithm versus other interpolation methods. With NUFFT, the speed of Fourier transform
evaluation approaches the regular FFT (except for an oversampling factor of ν = 2 in our
calculation). In the GPR processing, since the experimental setups for all the targets in both

Song, Liu, Kim and Scott / Commun. Comput. Phys., 1 (2006), pp. 176-191

184

Figure 3: The 2-D processing of a xz slice to estimate the wave velocity in the soil. For the case of a
buried chamber, the velocity is estimated to be 1.8 × 108 m/s. Left: The 2-D GPR raw data. Right: The
2-D NUFFT migrated data.

Figure 4: The 3-D isosurface of the reconstructed “GT” plywood.

free space and underground cases are the same, the weights matrices for all the reconstructions
are identical and are pre-calculated. The GPR datasets are then processed by the 3-D NUFFT
migration with the velocity estimated using the 2-D NUFFT migration method. Some of the
migrated results are listed in the next section, including a plywood sheet in free space, a plexiglas
chamber and a grid of landmines buried under sand.
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Table 1: The estimated dimensions of the “GT” plywood and the relative estimation errors compared to
the ground truth.

Size
Width
Height
Thickness

5

Ground Truth
38.5 cm
46.5 cm
1.8 cm

Estimation
38 cm
44 cm
1.76 cm

Relative Error (%)
1.30%
5.38%
2.22%

Results

3-D images are obtained by the NUFFT migration of array waveforms collected at the 2-D array
parallel to the ground surface. Horizontal slices at specified depths are good presentations of
the 3-D migration results. Below the raw data and the images obtained by migration are listed
together for comparison.

5.1

Case 1: The GT plywood

A plywood sheet is carved into a relatively complicated shape consisting of two letters “G” and
“T”. The plywood is 38.5 cm wide, 46.5 cm high, and 1.8 cm thick, and lies on a horizontal
plane parallel to the ground surface. The complicated shape and small thickness pose significant
challenges for accurate reconstruction. The magnitudes of the inverted wave field as well as the
raw data are plotted as gray scale images and shown in Fig. 5. The reconstructed “GT” sign
(right) using NUFFT migration is very close to the true target and the complicated details are
well resolved. It is certainly much better than the image of raw data (left). The raw image suffers
from the overlapping diffraction hyperbolae in the received GPR waveforms, while the NUFFTmigration method collapses those hyperbola to their diffraction apices, thus uncovering the true
3-D image of the target. The horizontal slice suggests good contrast on the boundary of the
reconstructed image so that the target can be clearly differentiated from the background. A 3-D
visualization of the “GT” plywood generated using an isosurface is provided in Fig. 4 to further
demonstrate that the method is capable of reconstructing the high-resolution target geometry.
The isovalue selected to produce the 3-D view is 0.5226 relative to the maximum. Actually, the
dimensions of the plywood sheet can be estimated quantitatively using the migrated 3-D image.
The estimated object is 38 cm wide, 44 cm high, and 1.76 cm thick. The horizontal spatial
resolution is 2 cm in each of the two dimensions and the vertical spatial resolution is 0.29 cm.
The relative estimation errors of this “GT” plywood geometry are listed in Table 1.

5.2

Case 2: A buried plexiglas chamber

A chamber made of 2.54 cm-thick plexiglas is buried in a sand pit at a depth of 9.5 cm from
the top of the chamber. The exterior dimensions of the chamber are 40.64 cm × 30.48 cm ×
20.32 cm. Based on the 2-D migrated results, a wave velocity of 1.8 × 108 m/s is utilized for
the sand in the 3-D processing. The horizontal slices at the depths of 12 cm (near the upper
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Table 2: The estimated dimensions of the buried plexiglas chamber and the relative estimation errors
compared to the ground truth.

Size
Width
Height
Thickness
Depth

Ground Truth
40.64 cm
30.48 cm
20.32 cm
9.5 cm

Estimation
42 cm
34 cm
16.1 cm
10.5 cm

Relative Error (%)
3.35%
11.55%
20.77%
10.53%

Figure 5: The horizontal slice of the raw image and the 3-D migration reconstructed image of the GT
plywood in free space. Left: The GPR raw data. Right: 3-D NUFFT migrated data at the plywood
surface. The estimated size is 38 cm wide, 44 cm high and 1.76 cm thick.

chamber’s surface) and 17 cm (around the middle of the chamber) from the ground surface are
shown in Figs. 6 and 7. Because of the ground surface reflections and interference of the soil,
as expected, the reconstructions are not as good as the above free space case. In particular, the
image resolution is limited by the relatively low signal-to-noise ratio of the sensor data and the
velocity estimation error as the soil is never strictly homogeneous. However, compared to the
raw images, this NUFFT migration method significantly enhances the detection of the object
and the identification of the geometry. The NUFFT migrated result of the chamber provides an
estimation of 42 cm in width, 34 cm in length, and 16.1 cm in height, and the relative errors are
given in Table 2.
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Figure 6: The horizontal slice of the raw image (left) and the 3-D migration reconstructed image (right)
of the plexiglas chamber at a depth of 12 cm.

Figure 7: The horizontal slice of the raw image (left) and the 3-D migration reconstructed image (right)
of the plexiglas chamber at a depth of 17 cm. The estimated size is 42 cm in width, 34 cm in length, and
16.1 cm in height.

5.3

Case 3: A grid of mines and clutters

Finally, a grid of several landmines and rock clutters are buried at different depths. The mines
include M14, TMA-5, TS-50, PFM 1, VS 1.6, and VS 2.2, and the clutters are metal spheres,
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Figure 8: The buried map and sizes of the testing landmines.

rocks and a Nylon cylinder of various dimensions. The reconstructions at two depths (4 cm
and 17 cm) in Figs. 9 and 10 are compared with the actual depths and sizes of the mines
in Fig. 8. Both positions and geometries of TMA-5, VS 1.6 and VS 2.2 landmines are well
reconstructed, but mines of smaller sizes are much more difficult to reconstruct. Although
these reconstructed images alone may not be sufficient to accurately classify between mines and
clutters, the focused energy and coarse geometry information will be very useful information for
improving the discrimination based on the target features. Therefore, the NUFFT migration
method can be further integrated with existing statistical classification techniques to improve
the detection performance. A 3-D visualization of the VS 2.2 landmine buried at a depth of 13
cm is compared to the real geometry of the mine in Fig. 11. The isovalue selected for the 3-D
view is 0.3200 relative to the maximum intensity value.

5.4

The processing speed

Besides its accuracy, the fast processing speed and the simplicity are also the advantages of
the NUFFT migration method. With the weights matrix pre-computed, a 2-D slice can be
processed within 0.2 second and the 3-D processing time for a dataset of 1024 × 91 × 91 size is
around 40 seconds. The fast evaluation of NUFFT enhances the speed of the overall migration
processing. Given the GPR acquisition of a 3-D object usually takes around one minute, the
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Figure 9: The horizontal slice of landmine image at a depth of 4 cm. The four buried TS-50 mines
centered at (−20, −40, 1.5) cm, (20, −40, 1.5) cm, (45, −40, 2) cm and (45, 5, 1.5) cm, the mine stimulant
at (0, −20, 2) cm and two PFM-1 at (0, 5, 2) cm can be observed on the reconstructed image.
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Figure 10: The horizontal slice of landmine image at a depth of 17 cm. The buried TMA-5 centered at
(−45, −50, 12) cm, the VS 2.2 at (0, 50, 13) cm, the Nylon cylinder at (45, 50, 10.5) cm, and the VS 1.6
at (0, −40, 11.5) cm can be observed on the reconstructed image.

NUFFT migration method can finish the processing of one dataset within the acquisition time
of next dataset. This makes the real time 3-D GPR imaging very promising.
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Figure 11: The actual (left) landmine VS 2.2 and its reconstructed 3-D isosurface. The landmine has a
diameter of 24.0 cm and a height of 12.0 cm.
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Conclusions

A 3-D NUFFT migration method has been applied for GPR image reconstruction. With the
help of NUFFT, the Fourier transform of nonuniform frequency-wavenumber space samples can
be evaluated efficiently and accurately. The method is demonstrated on several ultra-wideband
GPR data collected in laboratory with multi-static experiments. It successfully reconstructs the
3-D geometries of several targets in both free space and buried underground. The estimated
object sizes are very close to the ground truth. The method is simple, robust and efficient.
Only a little background information is needed for the reconstruction. The processing speed
is approximately the same as that of FFT because the latter include data interpolation, but
NUFFT has an accuracy several times higher based on our synthetic image reconstruction.
Thus, the NUFFT migration method is promising for real time GPR imaging of subsurface
objects. The application on landmine, in particular, suggests that it can significantly improve
the feature information from the raw data. It is hence very helpful to the mine detection if
incorporated with existing statistical demining models.
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