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Two Studies of the Authenticity of Oracle Bone Inscriptions

TSAI Che-mao
Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

For any oracles bones not excavated using proper scientific procedures,
the problem of authenticity must be examined closely and systematically.
Determination of authenticity is thus the corner stone of oracle bone research.
Some forged oracle bone inscriptions will copy from authentic inscriptions,
then inscribe these on bones that originally lacked any inscription. This creates
the challenging situation where the relic itself is authentic, even though the
text is forged. There are some dubious items in the “Qi zhai cang jia” section
of Yinxu wenzi waibian (#435-451). For instance #451 was not included in the
Jiaguwen heji, probably because Hu Houxuan considered it a forgery. Professor
Chen Weizhan argued forcefully, however, that it was authentic, and the current
article reaffirms this conclusion, based on similar graphic forms in the Xiaotun
nandi inscriptions. Moreover, this author once suspected that Beizhen #1044
was copied from Fuza #116 (Jiaguwen heji #18793). In this article, the author
puts forth an additional argument with regard to this inscription, in the hope of

encouraging further discussion among experts.

Keywords: Authenticity, “Qi zhai,” Beijing Daxue zhencang jiagu wenzi,

Yinxu wenzi waibian



