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An Interpretation of Two Cruxes in the Shijing
Based on the Tsinghua Bamboo Strips

CHEN Jian
Centre for the Study of Excavated Texts and Paleography, Fudan University

The graph ## in the phrase O [J [ {i#, seen in the “Zhaigong zhi guming”
00000 text from the Tsinghua bamboo strips, was read by the original
editors as gu [J (evil). This interpretation has been accepted by most scholars.
Given the correspondence between [ 0 [ #i# and 00 0 O in the “Zhaigong”
0 O chapter of the received Yi Zhou shu 0 00 O , 1 argue that ## , which takes
# (a variant of [J ) as its semantic component, should rather be read as gu [ ,
which means “disease.” This reading is supported by the accepted theory that
the phrase liejia 0 [0 found in “Sizhai” O O (Mao #240) is equivalent to /igu
00 /00 (pestilence and disease), which is in turn equivalent to /igu [
0 in O 0O O ##. On the basis of such an analysis, I also argue that, out of the
three occurrences of zuigu [1 [ in the received Mao version of the Shijing, the
two found in the “Shaomin” OO [0 (Mao #265) and the “Zhanyang” [0 [0 (Mao
#264) in the “Daya” [ [ (Greater Elegantiae) section should be read as zuigu

00 O , which means “misfortune and disease.”

Keywords: Tsinghua bamboo strips; Shijing; paleography; zuigu 00 [0 ; liejia
00 ; zuigu O O



