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Notes on Chu Paleography

GUO Yongbing
Centre for the Study of Excavated Texts and Paleography, Fudan University

The character [1 and the characters with [ as a phonetic element used
in Chu were long mistakenly believed to be derived from the character U .
That the origin of the character [J is not the character U can be confirmed
from the variants of [J on the bamboo strips unearthed at Geling and the
newly published ones titled “Xi’nian” from Tsinghua University. Actually, the
characters used in Chu that resemble the character found on the “E jun Qi jie”
U OO0 inscription are a simplified form of m on a Western Zhou bronze
vessel. The character U used in Qin and Qi all derive from this original form.
The form of the character [J used in Chu to a large extent indicates the age
it belongs to, so for instance the form of [ in “Xi’nian” indicates that it was
written at a relatively early period. The character @ on the bamboo strip text

“Rongchengshi,” owned by the Shanghai Museum, was mistakenly interpreted

Aydeibosjed nyDd uo sajoN

as 1 before, as a result of a confusion between [J and O . The character ‘ on

bamboo slips “Congzheng” should be interpreted as [] based on some special
variants of [J on King Wuling’s Dagger and the bamboo strips unearthed in

Baoshan.

Key words: Warring States paleography, /ling [1 , ling O , “Rongchengshi,”

“Congzheng,” “Xi’nian”






