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Rhyming Practice in the Eight-Rhyme Examination
Fu of the Tang

DUNG Chau Hung
Department of Chinese Literature, Chu Hai College of Higher Education

Based on a comprehensive analysis of the rhyming practice of eight-
rhyme examination fiz from the Tang, we show that: 1) Most commonly half of
the rhymes are level and half deflected. This type of rhyme scheme accounts
for nearly 70% of the fu. 2) Hong Mai argued that examination fu were only
fixed at eight rhymes from the Dahe period (827-836) on, but in fact this can
be seen even before Dahe. 3) Among rhyme schemes that are half level, half
deflected, the most common patterns are: OX0OX, OX0X; XOXO0, XOXO;
and OXO0X, XOXO. Writers are clearly aiming at alternation between level
and deflected rhymes. 4) The officially prescribed rhyme schemes tend toward
half level, half deflected rhymes schemes, and also intentionally select fixed
phrases of this form to identify the rhmes. Along with the tendency towards
alternation of level and deflected rhymes, it is evident that the prescribed
rhymes are chosen to satisfy a sense of prosodic harmony. 5) These tendencies
in the rhyme schemes prescribed for examination fu are closely related to a
general desire for prosodic harmony among Tang writers, aiming for the same
kind of euphony as in the new form of “ancient-style poetry.” 6) In some Tang
examination fu, deflected rhymes in each of the three deflected tones are used
in succession, reflecting the use of a similar scheme in the unrhymed lines of
regulated verse. 7) The alternation of level and deflected rhymes, combined
with the use of the three deflected rhyme tones in succession, together achieve

the singular euphonic effect of examination fu rhyming.

Keywords: Eight-rhymed examination fi, rhymes prescribed for examination
fu, alternation of level- and deflected-tone rhymes, ancient-style

poetry, tonal prosody, alternation of four tones
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