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Ming-Era Foreign Relations as Reflected in
Contemporary Poetry

GUO Wanjin and ZHAO Yinjun

School of Chinese Language and Literature, Shanxi University

The Ming dynasty was a period of unique importance in the history of
Chinese foreign relations. Ming poetry did not treat these interactions with
particular enthusiasm, but mostly retained traditional motifs. Though poems
did sometimes describe objects of foreign origin, applying the observational
power of traditional poetry, these poems also reflected the contemporary
tendency towards “rejection of tribute goods.” Ming poems do no more than
admit into the confines of their traditional perspective important events in
the history of Ming foreign relations like Chen Cheng’s embassy to Central
Asia, Zheng He’s voyages in Southeast Asia, and the arrival of European
missionaries. Nonetheless, the observation of these events in Ming poetry

places in new perspective the poetic developments of the period.

Keyword: Ming Dynasty poems, foreign relations



