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The Dilemma of Classical Studies in Zhang Taiyan’s
Late Years: The Chungiu Zuozhuan yiyi dawen
(Answers to Questions on the Zuozhuan)

WONG Tsz Yung
Department of Chinese Literature and Language, Hong Kong Baptist University

Recently scholars have pointed out that Zhang Taiyan’s “old-text classical
scholarship” was a concept he set forth during the years 1906 to 1910, and not
actually a development from the old-text scholarship of the Qing dynasty. This
article builds on this point to examine Zhang Taiyan’s Zuozhuan scholarship
during his later years. His representative late work in this area is the Chunqiu
Zuozhuan yiyi dawen. This book exemplifes the contradictions that resulted
as Zhang put into practice his principles of old-text scholarship. Moreover, it
illustrates the challenges faced by scholars attempting to find a role for their

field in a period of decline for classical scholarship.

Keyword: Zhang Taiyan, Zuozhuan, old-text scholarship, praise or criticize
with a single word, Chungiu Zuozhuan yiyi dawen (Answers to

Questions on the Zuozhuan)



