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An Analysis of the Character j& and Related Characters

XIE Mingwen
Centre for the Study of Excavated Texts and Paleography, Fudan University
Collaborative Innovation Centre of Unearthed Documents and Ancient Chinese

Civilization Studies

The character “ {# ” found in oracle bone inscriptions and bronze inscriptions
was identified as “ [0 ”. However, according to its shape and related evidence
from Tsinghua bamboo slips, it should be interpreted as “jm ” instead of
“0 ”, which means “ [0 00 ” in the Shuowen. Therefore, the right side of the
character “ % ” from the Tsinghua bamboo slips should be interpreted as “ &
”, rather than the simplified form. This article proposes that “ e ” can be the
transitional form between “ (& ” and “ % ”. Previous studies of the character
“HH”, 0 ”and “ 0 ” are insufficient and inaccurate. On the basis of textual
data of the Han dynasty, the character “ ¥ (B )” may have been simplified as
“ HH ” while the character “ 84 ( £ )” may have been simplified as “ 0 ” and
“g .

Keywords: Oracle bone inscriptions, bronze inscriptions, juan fi& , xun BH |
yuan B8
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